
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1940.02.22 / SA-062  
DATE: Thursday February 22, 1940 
LOCATION: The incident occurred 
in the Indian Ocean at Inyoni 
Rocks, Amanzimtoti, 26 kilometres 
southwest of Durban, KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa.   
30°03'S, 38º53,4'E 
 
NAME: Leslie Plummer Lund 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer, a 
17-year-old male, was slim and 1,7 
metres tall. He was a member of the Amanzimtoti Surf Life-saving Club. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: According to the Durban meteorological station temperatures ranged from 20º 
to 29ºC. At 15h00 there was 3/8 cloud cover and light 2-knot east-northeasterly airs. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, February 8, 1940 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was described as “clean” but a channel was present. 
ENVIRONMENT: An open sandy beach stretches for more than seven kilometres from the 
Manzimtoti Lagoon on the south to Umbogintwini on the north, but the main bathing area is 
located at Inyoni Rocks. A half-century ago it was a quiet and isolated beach, far removed 
from the city. Today Amanzimtoti is the largest holiday resort and commercial centre on the 
upper south coast. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Three to six metres 
DEPTH: One metre 
TIME: 16h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Leslie Lund was swimming alone when he was bitten by a shark. He reached 
shore unaided but collapsed on the beach. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Lund's left knee and thigh were bitten. He sustained two bites below the 
knee and, “around the thigh all flesh was severed almost to the bone”. The incisions made 
by the individual teeth of the shark were nearly 2,5 centimetres across. About 23 
centimetres below the knee there was another large gash.   
 
FIRST AID: A tourniquet was applied to his thigh and he was rushed to the hospital in a 
lorry. 
 
TREATMENT: Lund was treated by Dr James Fraser but died in Addington Hospital the 
next day at 17h30. According to the inquest report, “death was due to haemhorrage from 
lacerated wound of the left leg inflicted by a shark”. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Mr H. Robson, Chairman of the Albatross Angling Club, examined 
the wound and, based on the tooth pattern, believed it was caused by a 160-kilogram [353-
pound] white shark. 
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Map of Inyoni Rocks showing locations 10 incidents.  
(From Wallett) 
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